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General Instructions

This paper is divided into three sections:

Section A: Reading
– (20marks)

Section B: Writing and Grammar – (30marks)

Section C: Literature (30marks)

All sections are compulsory.

Separate instructions have been given for each section and each question.

Follow these instructions carefully.

Do not exceed the word limit.


SECTION –A (READING)
- 20MARKS

Q 1. Read the passage given below carefully and answer the questions that follow:
1. India has never subscribed to the doctrine of militarism and war in her history. Here war was never treated as an ideal. It was only tolerated as unavoidable and inevitable, and all attempts were made to check it and bring it under control. Inspite of the frequency of wars in ancient India, in spite of highly developed military organization, techniques of war and imperialism, and in spite of the open justification of war as national policy, the heart of India loved pacifisms as an ideal capable of realization. India‟s symbolic role was that of a peacemaker and it sincerely pinned its faith on the principle of „Live and let live‟. At least philosophically, India‟s intelligence supported the cause of peace not only in national affairs but in international affairs also. All the great seers of the yore visualized the unity of life, permeating all beings, animate or inanimate, which ruled out killing and suicidal wars. 

2. This doctrine of philosophical pacifisms was practiced by ancient Aryans is, no doubt, a question of controversial nature. Certainly, the great Indian teachers and savants stuck to this doctrine tenaciously and in their personal life they translated it into practice and preached it to masses and even to princes of military classes. 

3. Another culture of those times, the existence of which has been proved by the excavations of Mohanjo-Daro, also enunciated the doctrine of pacificism and friendship to all. Strangely enough, the Indus Valley civilization has revealed no fortification and very few weapons.

 4. Ahimsa or the doctrine of non-violence in thought, speech and action assumed a gigantic importance in the Buddhist and Jain period. By a constant practice of this virtue, man becomes unassailable by even wild beasts, who forgot their ferocity the moment they entered the circumference of his magnetic influence. The monks and nuns of these churches were apostles of peace, who reached every nook and corner of the world and delivered the message of love to war-weary humanity. The greatest votary was the royal monk Ashoka, who in reality was responsible for transforming Ahimsa as an act of personal virtue, to Ahimsa as an act of national virtue. Many a historian recounting the causes of the downfall of the Mauryas, hold the pacific policy of Ashoka which had eschewed the aggressive militarism of his predecessors, responsible for an early decay of the military strength of the state and its consequent disintegration, leading to the rise of Sungas, Kanvas and Andhras. But, in reality the fault lies with the weak successors of Ashoka, who could not wield the weapon of non-violence with a skill and efficiency which required the strength of a spiritual giant like Ashoka. They failed due to their subjective weakness: Pacifism itself was no cause of their failure.

 6. Besides the foregoing philosophical and religious school of thought, even many political authorities gave their unqualified support to the cause of pacifisms. They recognized the right of rivals to exist, not mainly as enemies, but as collaborators in the building of a civilization operation. Thus, for centuries, in the pre-Mauryan India, scores of small independent republics existed and flourished without coming in clash with each other. 

7. With regard to Kautilya, the much maligned militarist and the so called Machiavelli of India, He thinks that the object of diplomacy is to avoid war. 

8. The Mahabharata observes in the connection, “A wise man should be content with what can be obtained by the expedients of conciliation, gift and dissention.” It denounces the warring world of men by comparing it to a dog-kennel. “First there comes the wagging of tails, then turning of one round to other, then the show of teeth, then the roaring and then comes the commencement of the fights. It is the same with men; there is no difference whatever.” Yajnavalkya adds: „War is the last expedient to be used when all others have failed.” Likewise, Sri Krishna who‟s Bhagwad-Gita has been styled by some as „a song of the battle‟, should not be considered out and out militarist. When all the three expedients were exhausted, then alone the fourth was resorted to. 

9. All possible avenues of peace such as negotiation, conciliation through conference, meditation and so on, were explored before the war was resorted to. This proves that the heart of ancient India was sound and it longed for peace, although war also was not treated as an anathema, which was to be avoided as far as possible. (Words– 737) (Extract from ‘Culture India-Pacifism has been the Ideal’ by Sri Indra) 
1.1 Answer each of the questions given below by choosing the most appropriate option: (1X5=5)

 (i) The heart of India loved ____ 

 a) a highly developed military organization 

 b) techniques of wars and imperialism

 c) loans d) pacifism

 (ii) Principle of „Live and let live‟ means

 a) imperialism

 b) militarism 

 c) frequency of wars among nations 

 d) role of peace makers Aglasem School 3

 (iii) Aryans preached and practiced this to the masses 

 a) non-violence

 b) freedom of speech and action

 c) philosophical pacifisms 

 d) practice of military organization

 (iv) Mahabharata compares the warring world with 

 a) wise men

 b) dog kennel

 c) song of the battle 

 d) militarist

 (v) Unearthing Mohan-jo–Daro reinforced the following of Pacifism

 a) there was no fortification and very few weapons

 b) they delivered the message of love 

 c) they were apostles of peace

 d) thinks that the object of diplomacy is to avoid war

 1.2 Answer the following questions briefly: (1X6=6) 

(i) How was war treated in India? 

(ii) Describe India‟s preparedness for war in spite of their belief in Pacifism.

 (iii) How did the Aryans practice the Doctrine of Pacifism?

 (iv) What is Ahimsa?

 (v) What is the meaning of co-existence with rivals?

 (vi) Why should Bhagvad-Gita not be considered as “A song of the battle”?

 1.3 Answer  the following questions in 25-30 words: (2X3=6)

 (i) What kind of unity did all the seers visualize?

 (ii) By some, Ashoka was considered as the cause of the downfall of the Mauryas. Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer. 

(iii) Which options were explored by Sri Krishna before resorting to war?

  1.4 Pick out the words/phrases from the passage which are similar in meaning to the following: (1X3=3)

 (i) express in definite and clear terms (para 3 )

 (ii) defensive wall (para 3)

 (iii) the beginning (para 8)

Q 2. Read the passage given below:
 I ‘am not alone . Insomnia affects several millions of  people. The good news is that with proper diagnosis and discipline, insomnia is almost always treatable. There are some 90 different classified sleep disorders. Insomnia is the most prevalent, although technically it is considered not a condition but a symptom. It is a red flag for any number of things. Sleeping pills may seem like the fast and easy remedy. However, they are most effective for short-term use, and even then, should be administered only under a physician’s guidance. The side effects of sleeping pills include dependence, rebound insomnia and the need for higher dosage.

Determined to help myself to a solid night’s sleep without resorting to sleeping pills, I began by reducing my considerable coffee intake. Common sense also told me that nicotine and alcohol – one a  stimulant, the other a sedative – were probably not conducive to a calm, centered self, so I gradually eliminated these substances as well to  my benefit. I tracked in a notepad  the worries and creative inspirations that present themselves larger-than-life in the middle of the night. And I started a sleep journal.

Although my overall sleep was improving. I still experienced difficult periods. So, I read more books and talked to therapists and sleep specialists. Although caffeine was an obvious no-no, I hadn’t considered sugar as a culprit. Dr.Albert explains  in her book  both the weird feeling of a sugar high and the panic reactions of a low may either prevent sleep or wake you up. Albert also points to excess salt, which she says stimulates the nervous system, and to spicy foods, which can disturb  digestion. Foods and  nutrients that Albert cites as promoting sleep include calcium, seaweed and dairy products; so go ahead and have that glass of warm milk. In addition to calcium, it contains L-tryptophan, an amino acid that may encourage drowsiness. Magnesium, which should be taken with calcium for proper absorption, and B vitamins are also listed as helpful.

Many of the books I read talked about ‘sleep hygiene,’ a rather clinical sounding term for basic  bedtime common sense. Here are some do’s and don’ts: don’t do your aerobic exercise just before jumping into bed. Avoid napping during the day. Don’t eat a big meal late in the evening. Make sure you have a comfortable mattress, keep the temperature on the cool side and reserve you bedroom for sleep only. I also discovered that simply worrying about whether you’re going to sleep can lead to self-perpetuating chronic insomnia.

Questions

(a) On the basis of your reading of the above passage, make notes on it using headings and sub-headings. Use recognizable abbreviations wherever necessary (minimum 4). Also suggest a suitable title.(5mark)
(b) Write a summary of the above passage in about 80 words. 
(3marks)
	                                           SECTION –B (WRITING)
	- 30MARKS


Q 3.  You want to sell your Honda City car as you are going abroad on an assignment. Draft a suitable advertisement to be published in the classified columns of The Times of India, New Delhi. Invent relevant details.(4marks)
 Q4. You are Anil Mathur. You come across the following advertisement in the Hindu. You consider yourself eligible for the job. Write an application in response to the advertisement (120-150words)  (6marks)

	Applications are invited for the post of English teacher in The Pathfinder’s School, Lucknow. The candidate must have at least 5 years  of experience in teaching  with a vibrant personality and should be creative and innovative. Salary no constraints for deserving candidates. Those interested can send an application to the Principal, The Pathfinder’s School, Lucknow within 10 days of the publication of this advertisement.


Q5. Over the past few years there has been constant rise in Coaching Institutes and private tuition centers all over India .Write an article in about 150-200 words highlighting the exploitation of young minds that seek sincere counseling and proper direction. You are Mahesh/Mita a student of class XII of Indira Public school, Gwalior. Coaching institutes Exploit Students. (10marks)
Q6. You are Ali/Alia, Head girl / Head boy of your school. You are deeply disturbed by the rising cases of aggressive behavior of students in your school. You decide to speak during the morning assembly about it. Write a speech on ‘Indiscipline in Schools’. (150 – 200 words)  (10marks)
SECTION – C (LITERATURE ) 30 marks

Q 7. Read the extracts given below and answer the questions that follow:

(8marks)

1.            “Now we will count to twelve

            and we will all keep still.

            For once on the face of the Earth

            let’s not speak in any language,

            let’s stop for one second,

            and not move our arms so much.”

a. Name the poem and the poet

b. How long does the poet want to stay still?

c. What does he hope to achieve by keeping quiet?

     d. What does the poet mean by ‘not move our arms’ so much?

2.       ‘‘That ain’t money, mister,’’ he said, ‘‘and if you’re trying to skin me, you won’t get very far,’’
       a. Who is the speaker of the above lines?

       b. What was the listener trying to do?

       c. Identify the meaning for the phrase ‘skin me’.

       d. Explain the line ‘You won’t get very far’.

Q 8. Answer  the following in 30-40 words each:
(10Marks)

a.   Why were Mr.M.Hamel’s words like a thunderclap to Franz?
b. ‘I crossed to oblivion and the curtain of life fell’. Why did the author make this remark?

c. What makes the city of Firozabad famous?

d. Do you agree with the Maharaja’s statement, ‘You may kill even a cow in self 

     defense’?

e. What do you think is the color of ‘sour cream’? Why do you think the poet has used this expression to describe the classroom walls?
Q 9. Answer any one of the following in 120-150 words:
(6Marks)

a. How does the metaphor of the rattrap serve to highlight the human

     predicament? Explain with reference to the text ‘The Rattrap”.  

                                                          (OR)

b.‘The Third Level’ at the Grand Central Station is nothing but a convenient excuse for escapism. Justify the statement.
Q10. Answer any one of the following questions in 120-150 words:              

                                                                                                      (6Marks)

 a. Why do you think Gandhi considered the Champaran episode to be a turning point in his life?
                                                             (OR)

b. In spite of despair and disease pervading the lives of  the slum children, they are not devoid of hope. How far do you agree?
